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STORIED STATEMENTS

\ild a bold. Iresh tonch with classice |1Et'l'l‘-~

While the neutral shades and minimalist lines of today’s ideal
mnterior aesthetic—accented hy touches bath vagzl.rh_.r bohemian and
Scandinavian—create a ssothing backdrop, they are missing the defining
power of a storied staternent piece (or twa).

“I think antiques are a very important part of the modern agsthetic,”
=ays Dawn Salzmann, owner of C'est si Bon, an antigue shop in Cardiff.
“They add soul and elevate the look of medern pieces—which, in turn, add
gravity to the antiques. Recently, a lady visiting my shop told me that her
house felt empty and like it didn’t have a voice. Antiques give your spaces that
voice—you don't need a whole house of them, that is passé, but when you combine a
home with a modern feel and furnishings with anclent voices, they really speak”

Getting Started

Tess Loo, chief fashion officer of My Sister’s Attic, the consignment chain with a
newly opened Encinitas location, believes that taking stock of what you already have
i% the first step to hu n!inﬂ_ down vint age famcls,
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“Before seeking out new items, people
should go through and edit their current
bl."h‘.'rl'lg:il:IE:H—H something new is coming
in then something old nesds to be going
out,” Tess says. "Then go through design
magazings and make a list of colors
and decor styles you like. Figure out the
purpose of the room you're shopping for—
what are you doing there and what do you
want it to look like?*®

Sara Wardrip, owner of C'est La Vie
Antiques in Encinitas, also advocates for
researching before wading into the wide
world of vintage and antigque furnishings.

“I think one of the best things that you
can do is use Finterest to create the look
that you are going for,” Sara says. “Then
it is easy. You start noticing the links
bBetween things that you like and figure
oul the search words you need for the

period they are from—for example, Rococo,

Gustavian,”

Sara notes that—if you are able—travel
is another great way for people to educate
themselves about antique furnishings and
their histery. She recommends heading to

Europse for 'in:.pirnl!'inn, particularly Paris. If

an international getavway isn't in the cards,
she mentions New York and New Orleans

s great alternatives a little closer to home.

“Many of the [mideentury-modern)
pieces that [ sell were designed by
prominent architects that my eustomers
admire, o having these pieces in their
homes is really special for them,” says
David Skelley, owner of Boomerang
for Modern in Little italy (and another
supporter o rl.'-ﬁl.':l.l.'\th:ing bafore s:ll.np]:-i.ng_].
“Some people really get into it and want
to immerse themselves in another era. It
becomes an :dei.c!i.l:lg pastime, the more
you know about the furnishings the maore
interesting it becomes—their designers,
the historic significance of materials from
after World War II that were then being
incorporated in furniture manufacturing.
allof it.”
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Eristin added
warm, glazsic
touches—a refined
backsplash and
copper elementi—tio
complement the
antigue light fixture
in this clean-lined
kiehen THled with
towches of the past

Perfect Picks

Onee you've honed in on your favorite
decaor eras and styles, there are still other
details to consider in a selection process
that can feel overwhelming as you attempt
to choose the perfect pieces,

Sara SUFRPEELE ;lpprum:hing the situation
as you would the hunt for a fabulous piece
of artwork, “Go out and find that one
statement plece that speaks te you and
build a space around that. Sometimes one
la rge fabulous piece 15 great or sewveral
pieces in a house are beautiful as well®

But don't let your stylish ambitions
fo too far. “The trick with antique pieces
i= that you still want your home to be
comfortable and you have to remember
that when selecting them,” Sara says.

‘What's the magic number? David
recommends using the rule of threes ina
room, such as a vintage foor lamp, lounge
chair and coffee table,

Then it's about fi.l:ld:i:l:lg harmonbus
complements for the antiques. “Asian
things work really well with midcentury
and ethnie tems,” David says, “[ love a
modern coffee table and chair on an ethnic

T — =__,..!J-

rug paired with sorne original abstract
art—not prints—but pieces touched by
the artist™s hand. It doesn’t have to be
irmportant or listed but the personal touch
gives it a whole different feeling.”

Dawn, whao specializes in European
architectural antiques for gardens and
interiors, loves blurring the line between
the twa. *Bring something garden from
the outside in and make it a part of your
space—especially stane and iron artifacts
that provide an unexpected and touchable
element. Mix and match your pieces. Don't
be afraid 1o experiment: You can take
something that was part of a balustrade
and wse it 3% art in your home or a former
iron gate could be an amazing headboard
or reom divider from your living space te
kitchen.”

It's important to remember that inven-
tory is constantly changing in antique,
vintage and consignment shops. Have pa-
tience, shop often, and if you've set your
uights on m:nmr!h'ing specific, Tess SyS it's
helpful te share that info with the store.
*Tell us what you're locking for and we can
keep an ey aut far you as well”
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Storied Styling
Bringing a storied statement piece [or piec-
£5) inta your home takes the same consid-
eration and forethought that any bold addi-
tion to your spaces requires, What are the
best ways to blend standout décor into your
settings? Local interior designers weigh in
Kristin Kostame-McMeil, principal
interior designer at Anne Rae Design,
notes that it is ezsential to strike a balance
between contemporany and antigue to keep
your spaces feeling modern overall. *We had
a project with a 1930s Spanish bungalow
in Kensington where the clients wanted o
incorporate some pieces that would pair
with the home's historic nature. We found
a stunning antique wardrobe with Spanish
conquistadores carved on it but made sure
1= pilir it with more modern fu:rnish'ings
with clean lines and we didn't overload the
home with traditional Spanish pieces.”
Vintage accessories are great additions
1o a roundup of accent pleces for a book-
shelf, Kristin says.
Kate Lindberg, senior interior designer
at McCormick & Wright Interior Design,
reminds people 1o consider the kind of
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CNErEY yOU enjoy in your spaces when
choosing standout pieces.

“If you are a fan of mixing patterns and
colors and like a very active-feeling space,
1 say go for it,” Kate says, *You can have
multiple patterned pieces (furniture, art,
rugsj in oneg Space, bt make sure that you
are mixing the scale of the patterns to keep
them from fighting with each ether.

“!!’y\nu prefer a calmer space but have
bold pieces that you love, create focal
points with these pieces, and let the
rest of the room complement from the
background. if it is a painting that is the
staterment, try to pull some of the colors
out af the plece to add to the decor in the
space—with pillows, flowers or even a
small chair that hri.ngs same h :|rn:||:||t:|.'.'

Art or furniture should never feel forced
inte a space, says Christie May, principal
InkeTiaT -e[n::s:ig:nu-r at Rockwell Interiors.
“When designing a space, | consider all
clements as one, Everything must come
together and work tegether as a whole—
and it's no different when introducing
vintage pieces. A space 15 developed with
many factors considered, such as scale,
material, finish and the way it all looks
together. Mixing styles (new and old) is
about what feels good together.”

Abave; The Studio Surface team invited simple elegance inta this white halbway with a statement chair

Top beft: The search for this corved Spanish wardrobe for a client™s 19305 Spanizth bungalow, cemented

Kristins lowe af 1stdibs.com,

Strike a happy balance and create a
apace that feals collected in your hame.
“The juxtapesition of old and new pieces
is what creates interest and good design
tension,” says Michelle Salz-Smith,
principal interior d:r.-signl:r at Studio
Surface. “Tog many vintage, antiques
or thrifted pieces can obwiously make a
home look dated, 5o don’t 7o overboard —
especially when sprinkling in smaller
touches. Be purposeful and thoughtful
to avald random tehatehkes. Mew fabrics
on a found plece can make it feel fresh.
Incorporating vintage light fixtures inan
otherwise modern space % a beautiful
thing.”

Where to Look

Besides the local shops mentioned here,
Eristin, Kate, Christie and Michelle agree
that online marketplaces such as 1stdiba,
Chairish and San Diegoe's enline auction
Lowveseat have amazing options.

1stdibs.com is a good place o start if
you know what you want but den't have a
clue how to hunt it dewn since the site can
connect you with a vast network of antique
stores all over the country. Additionally,
Astdibs will recommend local crafts pl:'DII]E
in your area qualified for restoration
praojects,

David's a fan of checking out reputable
auction houses like Los Angeles Modern
Auctions for quality and also scouring
Kobey's Swap Meet locally or visiting the
Long Beach Antique Market.

When traveling, Sara suggests sbopping
at the markets in Belglum, Sweden and
especially France, where the beoths that
compose the Marcheé still lead the way in
the world of design. %

i What's hot now in antiques? Visit
sandlsgohomegarden.com fo sre.
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